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EFFECTIVE DOCUMENT
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red and green text
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Citywide –
IDO Annual 

Update

~ 50 
changes

O-23-77

Citywide –
Housing 
Forward

~ 2 
changes

O-22-54

Small Area 
– North 4th

CPO-9

~ 2 
changes

O-23-72

Small Area 
– East End 
Addition –
HPO [new]

~ 1 
change

O-23-76

Small Area 
– NW 

Mesa VPO-
2

~ 2 
changes

O-23-72

Legislative Quasi-judicial



WHAT IS ZONING?
a system of laws that establishes 
rights and limits on property

Vision

Goals & 
Policies

Zoning

Albuquerque 
Bernalillo 
County
Comprehensive Plan

14th Amendment: Police Power 
for public health, safety, and welfare 

5th Amendment: Property Rights

“a person may not be deprived 
of property by the government 
without due process of law”

“nor shall any State deprive any person 
of life, liberty, or property without due 
process of law”

U.S Constitution



EFFECTIVE 
DOCUMENT

Processes

Zones

Uses

Standards

1.   General Provisions
2. Zone Districts
3. Overlay Zones 
4. Use Regulations

Allowable Use Table
Use-specific Standards

5. Development Standards
Dimensional Standards Tables
General Regulations

6.   Administration &  Enforcement
7.   Definitions & Acronyms

Integrated 
Development 
Ordinance

IDO Zoning Map

https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap

https://ido.abq-zone.com

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap
https://ido.abq-zone.com/


FINDING THE BALANCE

Incentivizing
High-quality 
development 

in appropriate areas

Protecting
Neighborhoods, 
special places,

& City open space



FINDING THE BALANCE

Citywide
Standardized rules

Tailored
Rules for small areas

• Additional complexity
• Harder to enforce

• Less complexity
• Easier to enforce



LEVERS FOR REGULATIONS
• Character, Historic, View ProtectionsOverlay Zones

• Edge buffers
• Small-area & Area of Consistency rules
• Distance separations
• Proximity to residential
• Uses
• Development types

Context

• Incentives
• Building design standards
• Edge buffers

Centers &  
Corridors

• Residential
• Mixed-use
• Non-residential
• Planned Development

Zoning

IDO Zoning Map

https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap

1-8

Hierarchy of Rules

https://ido.abq-zone.com

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap
https://ido.abq-zone.com/


TAILORED PROTECTIONS

IDO Part 4
Allowable Uses

IDO Part 5 
Development Standards

IDO Part 6 
Admin & Enforcement

Review
Procedures

Small Area
Standards

Use-
specific

Standards

IDO Part 3 
Overlay Zones

View

Character 

Historic
Protection

https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap

Table 
I

Table 
II

IDO Zoning Map
https://tinyurl.com/CABQ-IDO-12-2022

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap
https://tinyurl.com/CABQ-IDO-12-2022
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Examples:
• Where are drive-throughs are prohibited in ABQ?
• Where are ADUs with kitchens allowed in R-1?

Table I: IDO Order
(for questions throughout the city)

Table II: Alphabetical Order
(for questions about 1 area)

Examples:
• What are the special rules near the airport?
• What special protections apply to Barelas?
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https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap

Residential 
Zone Districts

Mixed-use 
Zone Districts

Non-residential 
Zone Districts

Planned Development 
Zone Districts
Unclassified

Part 2

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap
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https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap

Part 3

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap


OVERLAY ZONES
Building Height Bonuses

CHANGE IDO TEXT

Explanation
Prohibits building height bonuses in Overlay zones 
except Nob Hill, which has bonuses that point to 
Section 7-1 Building Height Bonus. 

O-22-54

Part 
3



NOB HILL CPO
Building Height Bonuses

CHANGE / IDO TEXT

O-22-54

Part 
3

1. 30 ft. + 1 bonus
2. 45 ft. + 1 bonus
3. 65 ft. + 2 bonuses
4. 55 ft.+ 1 bonus



NORTH 4TH CPO
Setback and Building Height

IDO TEXT

Explanation
Applies setbacks to any façade next to 4th Street

Clarifies zone districts where max building height applies.

Council

Part 
3



EAST END ADDITION
Historic Protection Overlay (HPO) Zone

CHANGE IDO TEXT

Explanation
Adds a new HPO for the East End Addition. 
Requires Certificates of Appropriateness for 
renovations/additions. 
Requires demolition review.

Standards / guidelines pending. Will go to 
Landmarks Commission in September for 
approval.

Staff

Part 
3



NW MESA VPO
Building Height Applicability

CHANGE / IDO TEXTCouncil

Part 
3

Explanation
Limits building height restrictions to the portions 
of the property in the Height Restriction Sub-area 
(which is how the NW Mesa Escarpment Plan 
applied these restrictions).



NW MESA VPO
Building Height Restriction Applicability

PREVIOUS APPLICABILITY CHANGE

Part 
3

Council



Table 4-2-1: Allowable Uses
P = Permissive Primary    C = Conditional Primary    A = Permissive Accessory    CA = Conditional Accessory 
CV = Conditional if Structure Vacant for 5+ years  T = Temporary  CT = Conditional Temporary  
Blank Cell = Not Allowed

Zone District >>

Land Uses

Residential Mixed-use Non-residential
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PRIMARY USES THAT MAY BE ACCESSORY IN SOME ZONE DISTRICTS
RESIDENTIAL USES
Household Living
Group Living
CIVIC AND INSTITUTIONAL USES
COMMERCIAL USES
Agriculture and Animal-related
Food, Beverage, and Indoor Entertainment
Lodging
Motor Vehicle-related
Offices and Services
Outdoor Recreation and Entertainment
Retail Sales
Transportation
INDUSTRIAL USES
Manufacturing, Fabrication, and Assembly
Telecommunications, Towers, and Utilities
Waste and Recycling
Wholesaling and Storage
ACCESSORY AND TEMPORARY USES
ACCESSORY USES
TEMPORARY USES

USE TABLE

Table
4-2-1

7-1

DEFINITIONS



IDO Part 4
Allowable Uses

Use-
specific

Standards

From Residential Uses: Liquor 
retail, Heavy Manufacturing, etc.

From Open Space: Car wash, 
Gas stations, Manufacturing, etc.

Between uses: Group Homes, 
Pawn Shops, Bail Bonds, etc.

Table 4-2-1: Allowable Uses
P = Permissive Primary    C = Conditional Primary    A = Permissive Accessory    CA = Conditional Accessory 
CV = Conditional if Structure Vacant for 5+ years  T = Temporary  CT = Conditional Temporary  
Blank Cell = Not Allowed

Zone District >>

Land Uses

Residential Mixed-use Non-residential
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PRIMARY USES THAT MAY BE ACCESSORY IN SOME ZONE DISTRICTS
RESIDENTIAL USES
Household Living
Group Living
CIVIC AND INSTITUTIONAL USES
COMMERCIAL USES
Agriculture and Animal-related
Food, Beverage, and Indoor Entertainment
Lodging
Motor Vehicle-related
Offices and Services
Outdoor Recreation and Entertainment
Retail Sales
Transportation
INDUSTRIAL USES
Manufacturing, Fabrication, and Assembly
Telecommunications, Towers, and Utilities
Waste and Recycling
Wholesaling and Storage
ACCESSORY AND TEMPORARY USES
ACCESSORY USES
TEMPORARY USES

Distance Separations

Table 
4-2-1



MULTI-FAMILY
Conversions from Non-residential Development

CHANGE / IDO TEXT

Explanation
Removes requirement for Family and Community Services 
funds for these conversion and exempts all conversions 
from the IDO definition of kitchen.

Part 
4

O-22-54

7-1



LIGHT VEHICLE SALES AND 
RENTAL

CHANGE / IDO TEXT

Explanation
Prohibits this use in MX-L zone districts on small lots that are 
close to low-density residential development.

Part 
4

Council

7-1



ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS
USE TABLE

Explanation
Allows ADUs permissively citywide in R-A and R-1. 

Accessory buildings regulated per 14-16-5-11(C)(4).)

O-22-54 Part 4

7-1



ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS
Use-Specific Standard + Other Regulations

CHANGE / IDO TEXT IDO TEXTO-22-54 Part 
4 5-11

Regulations work in 
combination.

If conflicting, the strictest 
prevails.



ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS
Use-Specific Standard + Other Regulations

CHANGE / IDO TEXT IDO TEXTO-22-54
Part 

4

Setbacks R-1A R-1B R-1C R-1D

Front 10 ft. 15 ft. 15 ft. 20 ft.

Side 5 ft. 5 ft. 5 ft. 10 ft.

Rear 10 ft. 15 ft. 15 ft. 15 ft.

5-11

Table 
5-1-1

Setbacks don’t apply to accessory 
buildings  

BUT help establish side / rear yards

7-1



O-22-54

https://tinyurl.com/CABQ-ADUs

https://tinyurl.com/CABQ-ADUs


IDO Part 5 
Development Standards

Rules that set quality standards for development

Context 
Rules

https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap

https://tinyurl.com/CABQ-IDO-2023-07-27
5-1 DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS
5-2 SITE DESIGN + SENSITIVE LANDS
5-3 ACCESS + CONNECTIVITY
5-4 SUBDIVISION OF LAND
5-5 PARKING + LOADING
5-6 LANDSCAPING, BUFFERING, + 
SCREENING
5-7 WALLS + FENCES
5-8 OUTDOOR + SITE LIGHTING
5-9 NEIGHBORHOOD EDGES
5-10 SOLAR ACCESS
5-11 SIGNS

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap
https://tinyurl.com/CABQ-IDO-2023-07-27


Incentives:
• Higher building heights
• Lower parking requirements
Development Standards:
• More building design & 

buffering requirements
• More walkable site design 

requirements

DT = Downtown
UC = Urban Center
AC = Activity Center
EC = Employment Center
MS = 660 feet from Main Street
PT = 660 feet from Premium Transit station 
MT = 660 feet from Major Transit

IMPLEMENTING THE COMP PLAN

CENTERS 
+ 

CORRIDORS

https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap

Table 
III

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap


IMPLEMENTING CENTERS & CORRIDORS

DT = Downtown
UC = Urban Center
AC = Activity Center
EC = Employment Center
MS = 660 feet from Main Street
PT = 660 feet from Premium Transit station 
MT = 660 feet from Major Transit

Table 
III

https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap

IDO Zoning Map

UC

DT
AC

EC MT
MS

https://tinyurl.com/CABQ-IDO-12-2022

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap
https://tinyurl.com/CABQ-IDO-12-2022


LIMITS ON DENSITY
CITYWIDE

• Building height
• Required usable open space
• Required parking
• Required landscaping
• Building design standards

CONTEXTUAL
• Use-specific standards

• Distance from residential
• Neighborhood Edges
• Edge Buffers
• Major Public Open Space Edge

Part 5



SENSITIVE LANDS
Building Height Bonuses Near Major Public Open Space

CHANGE / IDO TEXT

Explanation
Prohibits building height bonuses next to MPOS.

O-22-54

Part 
5



DIMENSIONAL 
STANDARD 

TABLES:
BY ZONE CATEGORIES

Categories

5-1



OFF-STREET PARKING
TABLE BY ALLOWABLE USE REDUCTIONS IN CENTERS + CORRIDORS

UC = Urban Center
MS = 660 feet from Main Street
PT = 660 feet from Premium Transit station 

https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmapido.abc-zone.com

Table 5-
5-1

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap
https://ido.abc-zone.com/integrated-development-ordinance-ido?document=1&outline-name=5-5%28C%29%282%29%20Minimum%20Off-street%20Parking%20Table


OFF-STREET PARKING
TABLE BY ALLOWABLE USE REDUCTIONS FOR TRANSIT

Reduction Location or 
Distance

Peak Service 
Frequency

50% Premium Transit 
(PT) areas

≤ 15 min

30% Within ¼ mile of 
stop/station 

≤ 15 min

10% Within 330 feet of 
stop/station 

≤ 45 min

Lo
ui

sia
na

Sa
n 

M
at

eoCoors

https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap

Section 
5-5(C)

ido.abc-zone.com

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap
https://ido.abc-zone.com/integrated-development-ordinance-ido?document=1&outline-name=5-5%28C%29%282%29%20Minimum%20Off-street%20Parking%20Table


PARKING
Maximums in UC-MS-PT

CHANGE / IDO TEXT
Explanation

Adds parking maximums for all uses in UC-MS-PT areas.

Council

Part 
5

UC-MS-PT areas

UC = Urban Center
MS = 660 feet from Main Street
PT = 660 feet from Premium Transit station 

7-1



EV PARKING
Requirements

PROPOSED CHANGE IDO TEXT
Explanation

Increases the existing requirement for Electric Vehicle 
(EV) charging stations in large parking lots.
Adds new requirements for large townhouse and 
multi-family developments.

Staff

Part 
5

7-1



FINDING THE BALANCE

Streamlined Approval 
Process

More administrative review

Community Input
Early consultation 

& more public notice

Intent
• If we get the rules right – and we continually work to 

get the rules right – and projects follow those rules, 
they get approved quickly.

• Asking for exceptions means more notice, more 
public input, and a longer process.

Part 
6
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Some notice.
Administrative review.

Decided on IDO rules only.

Neighborhood Meeting.
More notice.

Public hearing.
Decided on IDO rules only.

Neighborhood Meeting.
Lots of notice.

Public hearing.
Rules decided case-by-case.

Comp Plan policies AND IDO regulations apply.

ido.abc-zone.com

Part 
6

Table 
6-1-1

https://ido.abc-zone.com/integrated-development-ordinance-ido?document=1&outline-name=6-1%20Procedures%20Summary%20Table


Part 
6FINDING THE BALANCE

Predictability

Flexibility

Discretionary Decisions: 
Public Hearing

• Pre-application Neighborhood Meeting required
• Lots of notice required
• Rules decided case-by-case (Comp Plan applies)

Early Stage / Projects requesting exceptions: 
Public Hearing

• Pre-application Neighborhood Meeting required
• Lots of notice required
• Rules decided annually during IDO update

Last Stage / Projects following rules: 
Administrative decision

• Some notice required
• Rules decided annually during IDO update

Administrative 
Decisions

Decisions
Requiring a 

Public Hearing

Policy 
Decisions



Table 
6-1-1

[4] See Subsections 14-16-6-4(K)(4)(b) and 14-16-6-4(K)(5)(a) for exceptions to posted sign and electronic mail requirements for any Site Plan –
Administrative for low-density residential development in that subdivision within 2 years after the approval for Subdivision of Land – Major.
[5] Required for applications that meet thresholds established in Subsection 14-16-6-4(B)(1)(b). (>100 multi-family units; >50,000 s.f. non-residential)



PUBLIC NOTICE
BEFORE APPLICATION

• Pre-submittal Neighborhood Meeting

• Emailed notice to Neigh. 
Assoc/Coalitions

• Mailed notice to Property Owners

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/urban-design-development/public-notice

AFTER APPLICATION
• Posted Sign (Applicant)

• Published notice (CABQ)
• Public Meetings / Hearings

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions

• Administrative
• https://posse.cabq.gov/posse/pub/lms/Default.aspx?PossePresentation=PermitSearchByAddress

6-4(B)

6-4(K)2

6-4(K)3

Table 
6-1-1

6-4(K)4

6-4(K)5

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/urban-design-development/public-notice
https://www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-commissions
https://posse.cabq.gov/posse/pub/lms/Default.aspx?PossePresentation=PermitSearchByAddress


PRE-SUBMITTAL 
NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

• Required content
• Required forms
• Email notice to Neigh Association reps
• Timing

• NA reps have 15 days to respond yes/no
• Meeting must be scheduled w/in 30 days of yes

• Facilitated by CABQ Alternative Dispute Resolution
• Report emailed to all who participated
• Applicant responds to discussion/concerns in submittal
• Report/response reviewed by decision-maker

Section 
6-4(B)

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/urban-design-development/neighborhood-meeting-
requirement-in-the-integrated-development-ordinance

ido.abc-zone.comTable 6-1-1 + Section 6-4(C):

Forms:

https://www.cabq.gov/planning/urban-design-development/neighborhood-meeting-requirement-in-the-integrated-development-ordinance
https://ido.abc-zone.com/integrated-development-ordinance-ido?document=1&outline-name=6-1%20Procedures%20Summary%20Table


PUBLIC NOTICE
6-4(K)

http://www.cabq.gov/planning/urban-design-development/public-notice
ido.abq-zone.comTable 6-1-1 + Section 6-4(K):

Forms:

http://www.cabq.gov/planning/urban-design-development/public-notice
https://ido.abc-zone.com/integrated-development-ordinance-ido?document=1&outline-name=6-1%20Procedures%20Summary%20Table


MAILED / EMAILED 
NOTICE

• Required content
• Required forms
• Notice to Neigh Association reps - no mail if 

email
• Mailed notice to property owners w/in 100 feet
• Proof of notice submitted with application

6-4(K)

http://www.cabq.gov/planning/urban-design-development/public-notice
ido.abc-zone.comTable 6-1-1 + Section 6-4(K):

Forms:

http://www.cabq.gov/planning/urban-design-development/public-notice
https://ido.abc-zone.com/integrated-development-ordinance-ido?document=1&outline-name=6-1%20Procedures%20Summary%20Table


SPECIFIC PROCEDURE
Demolition Outside of an HPO

PROPOSED CHANGE
Explanation

Adds demolition review on properties in the State / National Historic Registers and if 
constructed in or before 1945. 

Staff

Part 
6

https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap

CHANGE / IDO TEXT

http://abc-zone.com/zoning-conversion-map
https://tinyurl.com/IDOzoningmap


RESOURCES
Mikaela Renz-Whitmore
Urban Design + Dev. Division Manager
mrenz@cabq.gov

Michael Vos
IDO/Zoning Team Lead
mvos@cabq.gov

ABC-Z Project
abctoz@cabq.gov

Planning Webpage

abc-zone.com

compplan.abc-zone.com

ABC Comp Plan cabq.gov/planning

Project Webpage

ido.abc-zone.com

Interactive IDO

tinyurl.com/idozoningmap

IDO Zoning Map

mailto:mrenz@cabq.gov
mailto:mvos@cabq.gov
mailto:abctoz@cabq.gov
https://compplan.abc-zone.com/
https://www.cabq.gov/planning
https://ido.abc-zone.com/
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